
CONFIDENTIAL 

Australian Candidate Study 
 

A NOTE ABOUT THE QUESTIONNAIRE 
We realise you are very busy, and in order to save your time and effort we have limited the 
number of questions and kept them as brief and straightforward as we can. In most cases, 
please answer a question by simply circling the number that most closely represents your 
experience, situation or view. 

Many of the questions in the section on ‘Election Issues’ have also been asked of a large 
national sample of voters, allowing aggregate comparisons to be made between the views 
of candidates and voters. 

Other questions ask about your political background, the election campaign and your 
personal background. These are important to our on-going research on the background 
and experience of candidates for political office and comparison with similar international 
studies.  

We give you every assurance that the information collected in this study will not be 
used in any form which allows identification of individual candidates. Numbering of 
questionnaires is only necessary for the conduct of the survey and for allocating responses 
to various groups (e.g. political party, State) for analysis. (If you do not wish to take part, 
simply return the blank questionnaire and we will not contact you again).  

Please read each question carefully.  Remember, there are no right or wrong answers - we 
just want to know your own personal opinions.  
 

 
Please return the completed questionnaire 

 in the post-paid envelope provided to: 
 
 Australian Election Study 
 Locked Bag 8502 
 CANBERRA  ACT  2601  
 

 
 

We hope you enjoy the questionnaire. And thank you very much for taking part in 
this study. 

 
 

Professor Ian McAllister, Australian National University 

Professor Clive Bean, Queensland University of Technology 

Dr Rachel Gibson, University of Leicester 
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Section A: The Election Campaign 

 

First, some questions about your political background.  

A.1. In which years have you stood as a candidate for the Federal Parliament and were you 
elected in those years? (Circle as many as apply)  

 2004 2001 1998 1996 1993 earlier 
Candidate, not elected 1 2 3 4 5 6 
Elected 1 2 3 4 5 6 

A.2. And for how many years have you been a ... (Please print ‘0’ for never) 

 …member of a local government or council ___________ years 

 …member of a state/territory legislature ___________ years 

 …member of a state/territory government ___________ years 

 …member of the Federal Parliament ___________ years 

 …member of a Federal Government ___________ years 

A.3. Has anyone in your immediate family run for public office? (Circle as many as apply) 
 No ............................................................................................1 
 Yes, in local politics .................................................................2 
 Yes, in State/Territory politics ..................................................3 
 Yes, in Federal or national politics...........................................4 

 IF YES: Please indicate that person’s relationship to you in the appropriate column(s) 
below. 
Relationship to you Local politics State/Territory 

politics 
Federal politics 

Father ........................................ 1 1 1 

Mother ....................................... 2 2 2 

Brother or sister .......................... 3 3 3 

Son or daughter .......................... 4 4 4 

Other close relative ..................... 5 5 5 

A.4. In what year did you join the political party for which you are now a candidate? 

 Year  _____________ 
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A.5. Have you ever been a member of another political party? 
 No ............................................................................................1 
 Yes, Liberal Party member ......................................................2 
 Yes, Australian Labor Party member.......................................3 
 Yes, National (Country) Party member....................................4 
 Yes, Greens Party member .....................................................5 
 Yes, Australian Democrats member ........................................6 
 Yes, other party (please specify below)...................................7 

   _______________________ 

A.6. Have you ever been active in any of the following voluntary or community organisations? 
 Very active Somewhat Not active 

Community service organisation.......... 1 2 3 

Business association............................ 1 2 3 

Professional association ...................... 1 2 3 

Trade union or staff association........... 1 2 3 

Religious organisation.......................... 1 2 3 

Women's organisation.......................... 1 2 3 

Environmental group ............................ 1 2 3 

Sports club ........................................... 1 2 3 

Hospital board ...................................... 1 2 3 

School board/PTA ................................ 1 2 3 

Ethnic group organisation .................... 1 2 3 

A.7. a.  Before becoming a candidate for Federal Parliament, were you ever employed in a 
State or Federal MP's or minister's office? 

 Yes ..........................................................................................1 
 No ............................................................................................2 

 b.  Were you ever employed as a State or Federal party official? 
 Yes ..........................................................................................1 
 No ............................................................................................2 

 c.  Did you ever hold any elected position within the party organisation? 
 Yes ..........................................................................................1 
 No ............................................................................................2 

 d.  IF YES:  Please indicate position(s) held and the number of years you held that position 
Type of elected position Held position? IF HELD: 
 Yes            No No. of years held 

Delegate to party conference................   1               2 __________ 

Local branch/electorate position...........   1               2 __________ 

State/Territory party position.................   1               2 __________ 

Federal party position ...........................   1               2 __________ 



4 

A.8. Before becoming a candidate for Federal Parliament, about how much time did you usually 
devote to party activities in an average month? 

 Hours/month devoted to party activities ___________ 

A.9. (HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CANDIDATES ONLY)   

 a. Do you live in the electorate for which you stood as a candidate?  
 Yes ..........................................................................................1 
 No ............................................................................................2 

 b. IF YES: How long have you lived in the electorate for which you stood as a candidate?  

 Years lived in electorate ___________ 

 c. Have you ever been active politically in a different electorate? 
 Yes ..........................................................................................1 
 No ............................................................................................2 

 d. IF YES: Please indicate position(s) held and the number of times you held that position. 
Type of elected position Held position? IF HELD: 
 Yes            No No. of times 

Been a candidate?................................   1               2 __________ 

Held a local party office? ......................   1               2 __________ 

Been a member of a local council?.......   1               2 __________ 

Been a mayor?......................................   1               2 __________ 

A.10. (SENATE CANDIDATES ONLY)   

 a. Do you live in the state or territory for which you stood as a candidate?  
 Yes ..........................................................................................1 
 No ............................................................................................2 

 b. IF YES: How long have you lived in the state or territory for which you stood as a 
candidate?  

 Years lived in state/territory ___________ 

 c. Have you ever been active politically in a different state or territory? 
 Yes ..........................................................................................1 
 No ............................................................................................2 

 d. IF YES: Please indicate position(s) held and the number of times you held that position. 
Type of elected position Held position? IF HELD: 
 Yes            No No. of times 

Been a candidate?................................   1               2 __________ 

Held a local party office? ......................   1               2 __________ 

Been a member of a local council?.......   1               2 __________ 

Been a mayor?......................................   1               2 __________ 
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For candidates who were members of the House of Representatives 

or Senate prior to the election only. 
 

Other candidates please go to Section B. 
 

A.11. We are interested in the amount of time you spent in your electorate and what you did 
there. 

 a.  Thinking back over the past year, about how many hours per month did you usually 
devote to the following activities within your electorate?  

   Hours per month 

 Speaking at public meetings ___________ 

 Attending local community functions ___________ 

 Party fund-raising ___________ 

 Dealing with constituents' problems ___________ 

 Attending party meetings in your electorate ___________ 

 Travelling between your electorate and Canberra ___________ 

 b.  Did you maintain an electoral office over the past year? Apart from during the election 
campaign, how many staff do (or did) you normally employ there? 

 Did not maintain electoral office ..............................................1 
 Maintained electoral office.......................................................2 

 Number of (full-time equivalent) staff ___________ 

 c.  Again thinking back over the past year, about how many constituents’ problems would 
you receive in total in an average week? And excluding constituents, about how many 
other inquiries would you receive in total in an average week? 

  Average number of constituents' problems/week  ___________ 

  Average number of other inquiries/week ___________ 
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Section B: Candidates & Campaigning 

 

B.1. Some people receive encouragement from those around them when they decide to run for 
public office, while others experience indifference or disapproval. 

 How positive or negative were the following people in encouraging you to become a 
candidate in the 2007 election? 
 Very 

positive 
 

Positive 
 

Indifferent
 

Negative 
Very 

negative 

Your spouse ....................................... 1 2 3 4 5 

Other family members........................ 1 2 3 4 5 

Friends ............................................... 1 2 3 4 5 

Business associates........................... 1 2 3 4 5 

Women’s groups ................................ 1 2 3 4 5 

Community groups ............................. 1 2 3 4 5 

Your employer.................................... 1 2 3 4 5 

Business groups................................. 1 2 3 4 5 

Trade unions or staff associations ..... 1 2 3 4 5 

Local party activists............................ 1 2 3 4 5 

Issue groups....................................... 1 2 3 4 5 

B.2. How long before the election were you nominated by your party? 
 Over a year before the election ...............................................1 
 Towards the end of 2006.........................................................2 
 Early in 2007, before the election was announced..................3 
 About the time the election was announced............................4 
 Only in the last few weeks .......................................................5 

B.3. Was your election nomination contested? 
 No, I was the only person considered......................................1 
 Yes, I had one contender ........................................................2 
 Yes, I had several contenders .................................................3 

B.4. And how long before the election did you begin to.... 
  ...organise ...campaign 
  your campaign? fulltime? 
 Over a year before the election ...............................................1 1 
 Towards the end of 2006.........................................................2 2 
 Early in 2007, before the election was announced..................3 3 
 About the time the election was announced............................4 4 
 Only in the last few weeks .......................................................5 5 
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B.5. Some candidates experience difficulties in their election campaigns while others find 
campaigning easy. Were the following activities easy or difficult for you in this campaign? 

 
Very 

difficult 
Fairly 

difficult 
Fairly 
easy 

Very 
easy 

Finding volunteers..................................... 1 2 3 4 

Raising money........................................... 1 2 3 4 

Gaining name recognition ......................... 1 2 3 4 

Finding a campaign manager ................... 1 2 3 4 

Having enough time .................................. 1 2 3 4 

Organising a campaign strategy ............... 1 2 3 4 

Gaining group support............................... 1 2 3 4 

Gaining party support................................ 1 2 3 4 

Getting good media coverage................... 1 2 3 4 

Accessing IT/computing resources ........... 1 2 3 4 

Accessing web/internet applications ......... 1 2 3 4 

B.6. Once the election was called, about how many hours per week, on average, did you 
personally spend on campaign activities? 

    Hours per week 

 Overall (i.e. taking all your activities together) ___________ 
  
 And more specifically: 

 Doorknocking, canvassing ___________ 

 Organising direct mailing ___________ 

 Speaking on the telephone ___________ 

 Suburban radio and television interviews ___________ 

 National radio and television interviews ___________ 

 Suburban and local newspaper interviews ___________ 

 National newspaper interviews ___________ 

 Attending fund raising events ___________ 

 Meetings, discussions with national party officials ___________ 

 Meetings, discussions with local party members ___________ 

 Other campaign activities ___________ 

 Developing content for a website ___________ 

 Developing content for an email newsletter/bulletin ___________ 
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B.7. a.  Approximately how many workers could you count on to work for your campaign on an 
average day?  

 Number of campaign workers (on average day)  ___________ 

 b.  Were any of these campaign workers provided by your party? 
 No ............................................................................................1 

 Yes (number)  ___________ 

B.8. Did you employ any professional consultants in your personal campaign? If so, what for?  
 No ............................................................................................1 

 Yes (please specify their tasks) _____________________________________ 

   _____________________________________ 

B.9. How much support for your campaign did you receive from your Federal/state party 
organisation in the following areas? 

 A lot Some A little None 

Leaflets, handouts..................................... 1 2 3 4 

Funds ........................................................ 1 2 3 4 

General organisation................................. 1 2 3 4 

Visits by your party leader......................... 1 2 3 4 

Visits by other well known politicians ........ 1 2 3 4 

Workers from Federal/state office............. 1 2 3 4 

Basic IT/computing support....................... 1 2 3 4 

Web/Internet related support..................... 1 2 3 4 

Other support ............................................ 1 2 3 4 

B.10. Did your party leader visit your electorate to support your election campaign? 
 Yes, visited once .....................................................................1 
 Yes, visited more than once ....................................................2 
 No, did not visit ........................................................................3 

B.11. Did you make use of the internet at all to get news or information about the 2007 Federal 
election? 

 Don’t have access to the internet ............................................1 
 Have access but didn’t use it for election information .............2 
 Yes, once or twice ...................................................................3 
 Yes, on several occasions.......................................................4 
 Yes, many times ......................................................................5 
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B.12. During the 2007 election campaign did you visit any of the following websites and if so, how 
frequently? (Circle as many as apply.) 

 
Many 
times 

On several 
occasions 

Once or 
twice Never 

Your own party’s site................................. 1 2 3 4 

Other parties’ sites .................................... 1 2 3 4 

Other candidates’ sites in your 
electorate................................................... 1 2 3 4 

Candidate sites outside your electorate.... 1 2 3 4 

Federal parliament site.............................. 1 2 3 4 

Australian Electoral Commission site........ 1 2 3 4 

Fun/political humour sites ......................... 1 2 3 4 

News/campaign/politics weblog or ‘blog’ .. 1 2 3 4 

Mainstream news media (eg, ABC 
Online, CNN, SMH site etc) ...................... 1 2 3 4 

Alternative ‘indy’ media site....................... 1 2 3 4 

Online video website (e.g. YouTube)........ 1 2 3 4 

Social networking site (e.g. MySpace)...... 1 2 3 4 

B.13. Did you provide any of the following services during the election campaign? 
 Personal website (independent of any party site)........................ 1 
 Webpages on a party site ............................................................ 2 
 Email newsletter .......................................................................... 3 
 Profile/pages on social networking site (e.g. myspace.com)....... 4 
 Podcasting................................................................................... 5 
 Videodiary/vodcasting (e.g.youtube channel).............................. 6 
 Conducted a number of online chats with voters......................... 7 
 Advertised my webpage and/or email on campaign literature ..... 8 
 Personal weblog or ‘blog’ ............................................................ 9 

B.14. In the election campaign generally, how important would you rate the following media for 
campaigning? 

 
Very 

important
Fairly  

important 
Not very 
important 

Not at all 
important 

Television .................................................. 1 2 3 4 

Radio ......................................................... 1 2 3 4 

Newspapers .............................................. 1 2 3 4 

Internet in general ..................................... 1 2 3 4 

Personal website....................................... 1 2 3 4 

Pages on external site (e.g. 
MySpace/YouTube) 1 2 3 4 

Email ......................................................... 1 2 3 4 

Personal weblog or ‘blog’ .......................... 1 2 3 4 



10 

B.15. What was the primary aim of your campaign? Where would you place yourself on a scale 
from 0 to 10, where 0 means ‘to attract as much attention as possible for me as a 
candidate’ and 10 means ‘to attract as much attention as possible for my party’? 

 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
to attract as much 
attention as possible for 
me as a candidate          

to attract as much 
attention as possible for 
my party 

B.16. How important was each of the following to your campaign?  

 
Very 

important
Fairly  

important 
Not very 
important 

Not at all 
important 

Providing services and help to people with practical 
problems in the constituency........................................ 1 2 3 4 

Advocating the policy demands of the voters in the 
constituency ................................................................. 1 2 3 4 

Taking care of the economic well-being of the 
constituency ................................................................. 1 2 3 4 

Openness to the voters in the constituency and 
communicating with them extensively.......................... 1 2 3 4 

Promoting local customs and traditions ....................... 1 2 3 4 

Pages on external site (e.g. MySpace/YouTube) ........ 1 2 3 4 

B.17. Thinking about your campaign budget, about what proportion came from the party, what 
proportion from donations, and what proportion from your own private funds? 

 Party funds ___________Approx % 

 Donations ___________Approx % 

 Private funds ___________Approx % 

B.18. In the beginning of the campaign, how did you evaluate your chances of winning?  
 I thought I was very likely to win ..............................................1 
 I thought I was fairly likely to win .............................................2 
 I thought it was an open race ..................................................3 
 I thought I was fairly likely to lose ............................................4 
 I thought I was very likely lose.................................................5 

B.19.  In politics, people sometimes talk about the ‘left’ and the ‘right’. Where would you place 
yourself on a scale from 0 to 10, where 0 means the left and 10 means the right? 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Left          Right 

B.20. And where would you place the political views of your electorate on this scale? 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Left          Right 

B.21. And where would you place your party on this scale? 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Left          Right 
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B.22. (HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CANDIDATES ONLY). Did you raise any issues during 
your campaign that were specific to your electorate and that were not raised by the national 
or regional party?  

 Yes ..........................................................................................1 
 No ............................................................................................2 
 
 IF YES: What were the most important ones?  

  __________________________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
Section C: Election Issues 

 

C.1. From the following list, in order of importance what would you say are the four most 
important problems facing the country? (Circle one number in each column). 

Issues First Second Third Fourth 

1. Taxation ............................................................... 1 2 3 4 

2. Immigration .......................................................... 1 2 3 4 

3. Education............................................................. 1 2 3 4 

4. The environment.................................................. 1 2 3 4 

5. Industrial relations ............................................... 1 2 3 4 

6. Health and Medicare ........................................... 1 2 3 4 

7. Defence and national security ............................. 1 2 3 4 

8. Global warming.................................................... 1 2 3 4 

9. Management of water.......................................... 1 2 3 4 

10. Unemployment..................................................... 1 2 3 4 

11. Treatment of Aborigines ...................................... 1 2 3 4 

12. Interest rates........................................................ 1 2 3 4 

13. The war in Iraq..................................................... 1 2 3 4 

14. Terrorism ............................................................. 1 2 3 4 

C.2. Australia has undertaken a lot of economic reforms since the 1980s. Using the scale from 0 
to 10, on balance, how positive or negative would you say the effects of these reforms have 
been in the following areas.  

 
Very 
negative 

 Very
positive

Privatisation of government 
owned companies ................... 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

National competition policy ..... 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Enterprise bargaining in the 
workplace ................................ 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Lower tariffs on imported 
goods ...................................... 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
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C.3. The statements below indicate some of the changes that have been happening in Australia 
over the years. For each one, please say whether you think the change has gone too far, 
not gone far enough, or is it about right? 

 

Gone 
much 
too far 

 
Gone 
too far 

 
About 
right 

Not gone 
far 

enough 

Not gone 
nearly far 
enough 

Equal opportunities for migrants ............... 1 2 3 4 5 

The right to show nudity and sex in films 
and magazines.......................................... 1 2 3 4 5 

Aboriginal land rights................................. 1 2 3 4 5 

Equal opportunities for women ................. 1 2 3 4 5 

Government help for Aborigines ............... 1 2 3 4 5 

Building closer relations with Asia............. 1 2 3 4 5 

Australia’s support for the fight against 
terrorism .................................................... 1 2 3 4 5 

C.4. How important do you think the Australian alliance with the United States under the ANZUS 
treaty is for protecting Australia’s security? 

 Very important .........................................................................1 
 Fairly important ........................................................................2 
 Not very important ...................................................................3 
 Not at all important...................................................................4 

C.5. If Australia’s security were threatened by some other country, how much trust do you feel 
Australia can have in the United States to come to Australia’s defence? 

 A great deal .............................................................................1 
 A fair amount ...........................................................................2 
 Not very much..........................................................................3 
 None at all ...............................................................................4 

C.6. In your opinion, are any of the following countries likely to pose a threat to Australia's 
security? 

 Countries Very likely Fairly likely Not very likely 
1. Japan........................................ 1 2 3 

2. United States ............................ 1 2 3 

3. China ........................................ 1 2 3 

4. Vietnam..................................... 1 2 3 

5. Malaysia.................................... 1 2 3 

6. Indonesia .................................. 1 2 3 

C.7. Do you think that the government should spend more or spend less on defence? 
 Spend much more on defence.................................................1 
 Spend some more on defence.................................................2 
 About right at present ..............................................................3 
 Spend less on defence ............................................................4 
 Spend a lot less on defence ....................................................5 
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C.8. Here are some statements about general social concerns. Please say whether you strongly 
agree, agree, disagree or strongly disagree with each of these statements. 

 

 
Strongly 
agree 

 
 

Agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

 
 

Disagree 

 
Strongly 
disagree

Immigrants should be required to adapt to the 
customs of Australia ..................................................... 1 2 3 4 5 

The death penalty should be reintroduced for 
murder .......................................................................... 1 2 3 4 5 

The smoking of marijuana should NOT be a criminal 
offence.......................................................................... 1 2 3 4 5 

People who break the law should be given stiffer 
sentences .................................................................... 1 2 3 4 5 

Stronger measures should be taken to protect the 
environment.................................................................. 1 2 3 4 5 

Providing a stable network of social security should 
be the prime goal of government ................................. 1 2 3 4 5 

Globalisation should be promoted ............................... 1 2 3 4 5 

Immigrants are good for Australia’s economy.............. 1 2 3 4 5 

Women should be free to decide on matters of 
abortion ........................................................................ 1 2 3 4 5 

Australia should provide military assistance to the 
‘war on terror.’ .............................................................. 1 2 3 4 5 

Torturing a prisoner is never justified, even if it might 
prevent a terrorist attack .............................................. 1 2 3 4 5 

Same-sex marriages should be prohibited by law ....... 1 2 3 4 5 

Our democracy needs serious reform.......................... 1 2 3 4 5 

C.9. And here are some statements about economic issues. Please say whether you strongly 
agree, agree, disagree or strongly disagree with each of these statements. 

 

 
Strongly 
agree 

 
 

Agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

 
 

Disagree 

 
Strongly 
disagree

Politicians should not intervene in the economy.......... 1 2 3 4 5 

The trade unions in this country have too much 
power............................................................................ 1 2 3 4 5 
Women should be given preferential treatment when 
applying for jobs and promotions ................................. 1 2 3 4 5 
Big business in this country has too much power........ 1 2 3 4 5 
Income and wealth should be redistributed towards 
ordinary working people ............................................... 1 2 3 4 5 
There should be stricter laws to regulate the 
activities of trade unions............................................... 1 2 3 4 5 
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C.10. Next, a question about what you think the aims of Australia should be for the next ten years. 
Here is a list of four aims that different people would give priority. 

 1. Maintain order in the nation 
 2. Give people more say in important government decisions 
 3. Fight rising prices 
 4. Protect freedom of speech 

 If you had to choose among these four aims, which would be your first choice? And which 
would be your second choice? PUT THE NUMBER OF THE STATEMENT IN THE 
APPROPRIATE BOX. 

>> First choice .............................   Second choice ...........................   
 
 

C.11. Here is another list of four aims.  
 1. Maintain a high level of economic growth 
 2. Make sure this country has strong defence forces 
 3. See that people have more say about how things are done at 

their jobs and in their communities 
 4. Try to make our cities and countryside more beautiful 

 If you had to choose among these four aims, which would be your first choice? And which 
would be your second choice? PUT THE NUMBER OF THE STATEMENT IN THE 
APPROPRIATE BOX. 

>> First choice .............................   Second choice ...........................   
 
 

C.12. And here is a further list.  
 1. A stable economy 
 2. Progress toward a less impersonal and more humane society 
 3. Progress toward a society in which ideas count more than money 
 4. The fight against crime 

 If you had to choose among these four aims, which would be your first choice? And which 
would be your second choice? PUT THE NUMBER OF THE STATEMENT IN THE 
APPROPRIATE BOX. 

>> First choice .............................   Second choice ...........................   
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Section D: Democracy and Representation 

 

D.1. On the whole are you very satisfied, fairly satisfied, not very satisfied or not at all satisfied 
with the way democracy works in Australia? 

 Very satisfied ...........................................................................1 
 Fairly satisfied..........................................................................2 
 Not very satisfied .....................................................................3 
 Not at all satisfied ....................................................................4 

D.2. Thinking about how elections in Australia work in practice, how well do you think elections 
ensure that the views of MPs accurately reflect the views of voters?  

 Very well ..................................................................................1 
 Fairly well.................................................................................2 
 Not very well ............................................................................3 
 Not at all well ...........................................................................4 

D.3. There are different opinions about whom an elected member of parliament should primarily 
represent. What is your opinion? (Please rank in order of preference from 1 to 5).  

   Rank 

 Own voters in the electorate ........................................... ___________  

 All citizens in the electorate ............................................ ___________  

 The party electorate at large........................................... ___________  

 Members of a social group ............................................. ___________  

 The Australian citizenry .................................................. ___________  

D.4. How should a Member of Parliament vote in parliament if …….. 
 a. the voters in the MP’s constituency have one opinion and the MP’s party take a different 

position? 
 The MP should vote according to his/her party’s position .......1 
 The MP should vote according to his/her voters’ position .......2 

 b. the MP’s own opinion on an issue doesn't not correspond with the opinion of the voters 
in the MP’s electorate? 

 MP should vote according to his/her own opinion ...................1 
 MP should vote according to the opinion of the voters in 

his/her own electorate.........................................................2 

 c. the MP’s opinion on an issue does not correspond with the MP’s own party’s position? 
 The MP should vote according to his/her own position ...........1 
 The MP should vote according to his/her party’s position .......2 
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D.5. Please say whether you strongly agree, agree, disagree or strongly disagree with each of 
the following statements on democracy in Australia. 
  

Strongly 
agree 

 
 

Agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

 
 

Disagree 

 
Strongly 
disagree 

Citizens have ample opportunity to 
participate in political decisions............... 1 2 3 4 5 

Our democracy is about to lose the 
trust of the citizens .................................. 1 2 3 4 5 

Legislation reflects the interests of the 
majority of citizens................................... 1 2 3 4 5 

Political parties are the essential link 
between citizens and the state................ 1 2 3 4 5 

Special interests have too much 
influence on law making.......................... 1 2 3 4 5 

The process of law making is too 
complicated ............................................. 1 2 3 4 5 

There is not enough accountability in 
government today.................................... 1 2 3 4 5 

Parliament, not voters, should make 
final decisions on law and policy ............. 1 2 3 4 5 

A certain number of citizens should be 
able to initiate a referendum.................... 1 2 3 4 5 

D.6. Please say whether you strongly agree, agree, disagree or strongly disagree with each of 
the following statements on democracy in your party. 
  

Strongly 
agree 

 
 

Agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

 
 

Disagree 

 
Strongly 
disagree 

Parties should put forward similar 
numbers of male and female 
candidates ............................................... 1 2 3 4 5 

MPs that resign from their party should 
also resign from Parliament 1 2 3 4 5 

The number of terms that MPs serve 
should be limited by law .......................... 1 2 3 4 5 

Pollsters and political strategists have 
too much influence over my party’s 
decision making....................................... 1 2 3 4 5 

The party leader is too powerful.............. 1 2 3 4 5 

MPs should be able to vote 
independently of their party's policy 
positions .................................................. 1 2 3 4 5 

Decision-making in my party is too top-
down; the grassroots cannot make its 
voice heard.............................................. 1 2 3 4 5 
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D.7. Do you think that Australia should become a republic with an Australian head of state, or 
should the Queen be retained as head of state? 

 Strongly favour becoming republic ..........................................1 
 Favour becoming republic .......................................................2 
 Favour retaining the Queen as head of state ..........................3 
 Strongly favour retaining the Queen as head of state .............4 

D.8. If Australia becomes a republic with an Australian head of state, should the head of state be 
elected by the voters or elected by Parliament? 

 Strongly favour election by voters............................................1 
 Favour election by voters.........................................................2 
 Favour election by Parliament .................................................3 
 Strongly favour election by Parliament ....................................4 

D.9. Please say whether you strongly agree, agree, disagree or strongly disagree with each of 
the following statements on direct democracy at the national level. 

  
Strongly 
agree 

 
 

Agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

 
 

Disagree 

 
Strongly 
disagree 

Referendums help to stimulate 
political interest................................. 1 2 3 4 5 

Referendums are poorly thought 
out and make bad law ...................... 1 2 3 4 5 

Referendums enable citizens to 
get politicians’ attention.................... 1 2 3 4 5 

D.10. Government ministers resign for various reasons. Please say whether you think it is very 
important, fairly important or not very important for a government minister to resign in the 
following circumstances. 

 Very 
important 

Fairly 
important 

Not very 
important 

If a minister makes a misleading 
statement to Parliament ........................ 1 2 3 

If a minister’s department makes a 
serious mistake ..................................... 1 2 3 

If a minister is involved in a financial 
scandal .................................................. 1 2 3 

If a minister is found to have made a 
misleading statement to the public........ 1 2 3 

If a minister is not prepared to fully 
support the government’s legislative 
program................................................. 1 2 3 

If a minister makes a decision in an 
area where they have a financial 
interest................................................... 1 2 3 
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Section E: Personal Background 

 

In this final section, a few questions about yourself. 

E.1. When were you born? Year 19______ 

E.2. Where were you born?  

Australia.............................  1 Greece...............................  7 
New Zealand......................  2 Malta..................................  8 
United Kingdom .................  3 Netherlands .......................  9 
Republic of Ireland.............  4 Poland ...............................  10 
Italy ....................................  5 China .................................  11 
Germany ............................  6 Vietnam .............................  12 
Other ( Please specify)  
  _________________________________ 

E.3. a. Do you live in a …  
 Rural area or village?...............................................................1 
 Small or middle-sized town?....................................................2 
 Suburb of a large town or city? ................................................3 
 Large town or city? ..................................................................4 

 b. How long have you been living there?        ________   years 

E.4. How old were you when you left school? Age _________ 

E.5. a. In all, how many years of tertiary study have you completed since you left secondary 
school? 

 If your tertiary study was part-time, give the number of years of equivalent full-time study. 

 No tertiary study.......................................................................0 

 Years of full-time tertiary study  ___________ 
 

b. If attended university: what was your major discipline? _________________________ 
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E.6. What is your religion or faith? 
 Roman Catholic .......................................................................1 
 Anglican/Church of England ....................................................2 
 Uniting Church/Methodist ........................................................3 
 Orthodox Church .....................................................................4 
 Presbyterian.............................................................................5 

 Other (please specify) ______________________________6 
 No religion ...............................................................................9 

E.7. Apart from weddings, funerals and baptisms, about how often do you attend religious 
services? 

 At least once a week ...............................................................1 
 At least once a month .............................................................2 
 Several times a year ................................................................3 
 At least once a year .................................................................4 
 Less than once a year .............................................................5 
 Never .......................................................................................6 

E.8. What is your current marital status? 
 Never married ..........................................................................1 
 Now married (including de facto relationships)........................2 
 Widowed..................................................................................3 
 Divorced or separated .............................................................4 

E.9. Prior to the election, what was your employment status?  
 Self-employed..........................................................................1 
 Employed full time (32 hrs or more weekly).............................2 
 Employed part time (15 to less than 32 hrs weekly) ................3 
 Employed less than 15 hrs weekly ..........................................4 
 Helping family member ............................................................5 
 Unemployed (including temporarily unemployed)....................6 
 Student, in school, vocational training .....................................7 
 Retired .....................................................................................8 
 Responsible for home duties ...................................................9 
 Others not in the labour force ..................................................10 
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E.10.  What is your current occupation? (IF MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT AND/OR RETIRED: 
what was your former occupation?) 

 
________________________________________ 

E.11. Do you have any children in your care aged ... 

 a. … under five years old 
 No ............................................................................................1 

 Yes (number)  ___________ 

 b. … five to fifteen years old 
 No ............................................................................................1 

 Yes (number)  ___________ 
 
 
 

 
That is the end of the questionnaire.  

Please put the questionnaire in the pre-paid reply envelope and post it back to us.  
Thank you again for your co-operation. 

 
 


